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Fruit Bearer #4                                                                                                                                                  

Pray:  Ask the Lord to help you bear more fruit.                                                                                                                 

Read:  John 15:1-16                                                                                                                                                             

In Fruit Bearer #3 we studied the analogy of the vine and branches, the desire of Christ for much 

fruit from every believer, and the necessity of abiding in Christ to produce that fruit. Today you will 

be guided into a discovery of the four steps to a truly fruitful life. May you not only learn what they 

are, but take the steps yourself.                                                                                                                                               

STEP ONE: CLEAN LIVING. John 15:2-3: The words purge or prune and clean in these two verses are 

from the same Greek root. Both relate to the English word catharsis, which means "to purify" or 

"to remove a problem." Pruning a branch and cleansing a life have the same result - the removal 

of that which hinders fruit bearing. The first step in becoming a fruitful Christian is to become 

clean from all sin (Josh. 3:5; Psalm 51:7-13; 119:9-11; John 17:17; 2 Tim. 2:19-21).                                                                                                                                                             

1. Have you experienced the Lords pruning?  What was the circumstance? What was the outcome of 

the Lord’s pruning?                                                                                                                                                                    

STEP TWO: CLOSE WALKING. John 15:4-5: Living close to the Lord Jesus is absolutely essential to 

fruit bearing. He is the Vine and we are the Branches. The branch cannot bear fruit without His 

help. Abiding in Christ is a close walk with the Lord. It is walking in the Spirit, being led by the 

Spirit, and being filled with the Spirit. You cannot take Step Two until you have taken Step One. 

You cannot get close to Jesus unless you are clean. Coming close means coming clean with His help 

(Isa. 1:18). Much fruit is the result of much fellowship with Jesus (Hos. 14:8). If you are not living 

as close to the Lord as you used to guess who moved! Remember Jesus chose His disciples to be 

with Him.                                                                                                                                                                                    

2. Is anything stopping you being close to the Lord?                                                                                                      

3. Walking in the Spirit is synonymous with fruit bearing and precedes being led by the Spirit. Can 

you share an experience of how God led you by the Spirit?                                                                                                                                              

STEP THREE: CONFIDENT PRAYING. John 15:7: Getting close to Jesus requires the cleansing that 

comes through reading the Word of God and doing what it says. Fruit bearing can take place only 

in the life of the yielded, abiding person. Both Step One (cleansing) and Step Two (closeness) are 

referred to in John 15:7 as conditions for confident praying.                                                                                                                                            

4. When did you last have an answer to prayer, and what was the answer?                                                                    

Only the persons who have taken the first two steps can expect answered prayer. Perhaps this is 

the reason for so many unanswered prayers - we come without being clean and close to Jesus.                                                                                                                                              

STEP FOUR: CONSECRATED SERVING. John 15:16: The fourth step in fruitfulness is the launching of 

your clean, close, and confident life in some form of consecrated service.                                                                                                                                

5. Read John 15:16 again and answer these questions.                                                                                                                   

Who first decided you should be part of God's family? (v.16a) Who first decided you could be used? 

(v.16b) What did He appoint or ordain you to do? (v.16c) What does He desire with respect to your 

fruit? (v.16d) What does fruit bearing have to do with answered prayer? (v.16e)                                                                    

Many people take the first three steps, but never take Step Four: Consecrated Service. It is going 

out among others with the fruit of the Spirit that enables us to reproduce our spiritual lives.                     

Clean lives lived in close fellowship with the Lord and confident in praying are ineffective without 

the obedience of going and bearing fruit.                                                                                                                             

Pray together; ask the Lord to help you to walk through every step.   


