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Seed Sowing #3                                                                                                                                                                             

Pray: Ask the Lord to teach you to be a spiritual gardener.                                                                                           

Read: 1 Corinthians 3:1-9  

This passage grew out of squabble within the Corinthian church regarding spiritual leaders. The 

believers were divided over two personalities and choosing sides. Some were influenced by Paul 

and others by Apollos. To correct the problem, Paul used the analogy of seed planting. Discover 

the way God works as you answer these study questions. 

1. According to this passage, Paul and Apollos were? (v.5)  

2. Why should people not be divided over personalities? (v.5)  

3. List the three participants in spiritual gardening. (v.6)                                                                                                                         

a) The one who? 

b) The one who? 

c) The one who? 

Just as a field needs workers for ploughing, planting, watering, fertilizing, cultivating, weeding, and 

harvesting (if it is going to be productive), so also the church needs workers for spiritual ploughing, 

planting, watering, fertilizing, cultivating, weeding, and harvesting. And just as a farmer can do all 

these things and still not get a harvest due to acts of God in nature, so also the workers in God’s 

church are dependent upon God for the results. In other words, there is work we must do, but 

there is also work only God can do. 

4. What does verse 7 teach about seed planting?                                                                                                                                 

Paul was primarily a planter - an evangelist, and Apollos was primarily a waterer - a teacher.                       

Will the plant grow if it isn't planted? No. Will it grow if no one waters it? No. What if the waterer 

waters a different spot of the soil and ignores the bit where the seeds are? The seed won't grow 

then either. Both are vital tasks. Neither is more important than the other.  But what really 

mattered is that God gave the growth. 

5. Even though spiritual growth is caused by God, what does God promise to those who plant and 

water the seed?  (v. 8)  

Will the way you serve in God’s church determine where you spend eternity?  No, but it will 

determine "how" you spend it. The question of "where" has nothing to do with your hard work or 

service or faithfulness, but has only to do with your relationship with God through Jesus Christ. 

But the question of "how" has everything to do with your work, your effort, your service, and your 

faithfulness. 

6. Seed planting is a cooperative project. What portion of verse 9 indicates this? 

7. Who are the people God has used in your life- the one who planted? – the one who watered? In 

whose lives have you planted and watered?  

Pray together; thank the Lord for promising to work with you. 
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